
AP Research 2018-19 Course Syllabus 
 
Course Description 
AP Research allows students to deeply explore an academic topic, problem, or issue of individual interest. Through this exploration, 
students design, plan, and conduct a year-long research-based investigation to address a research question. In the AP Research course, 
students further their skills acquired in the AP Seminar course by understanding research methodology; employing ethical research 
practices; and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing information as they address a research question. Students explore their skill 
development, document their processes, and curate the artifacts of the development of their scholarly work in a portfolio. The course 
culminates in an academic paper of 4000-5000 words (accompanied by a performance or exhibition of product where applicable) and 
a presentation with an oral defense. 
 
Course Grading Policy 
Grading for the course will follow Arlington Community Schools Board policy for weighted grades: 

For Advanced Placement (A.P.) courses, teachers will add five (5) points to each quarter grade and five (5) 
points to each semester exam grade. Points shall not be added to the final semester grade. Students enrolled in 
Advanced Placement courses are expected to sit for the standardized AP exam.  Students who fail to sit for the 
standardized AP exam will not be awarded the additional points attributed to the AP class. Quarter and semester 
grades received throughout the school year will be adjusted to reflect the student’s failure to sit for the 
standardized AP exam. [policy 4.600] 

 
Calculation for high school GPA will follow the following guidelines: 
 

Grade Value AP Course 
A 93-100 5.0 
B 85-92 4.0 
C 75-84 3.0 
D 70-74 2.0 
F Below 70 0.0 

 
Point Distribution - Grades for the course are based on total points.  
 
Course Final Exam and Fee 
The AP Research exam consists of the Academic Research Paper and the Oral Defense. The Academic Research Paper should be 
uploaded in the digital portfolio on or before April 30th. 
In addition to the College Board End-of-Course Exam, AP Seminar students will also complete a course final exam. The course final 
exam will mimic the College Board exam format. AHS exemption policy will apply. 
Fee: $141 Due October 19, 2018 
 
Rescoring 
AP Seminar and AP Research Performance Tasks, as well as the AP Seminar End-of-Course Exam, are composed entirely of free-
response questions or presentations, and therefore will not be rescored. Students may obtain their AP Seminar End-of-Course Exam 
Free-Response booklets for a fee. No comments, corrections, or scores are included. Booklets for exams whose sources are not 
released on the College Board website (for example, late-testing exams) are not available. 
 
Student Extended Absence and Performance Tasks 
Refer to the information on the College Board AP Capstone website for information concerning extended absences and course grades. 
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/takingtheexam/exam-policies/ap-capstone-policies. 
 
Prerequisite 
Students must first complete AP Seminar, including the end-of-course exam and all required performance tasks, to develop the skills 
necessary to succeed in AP Research. Students who score a 1 or 2 in AP Seminar are still eligible to enroll in AP Research, but they 
may need additional support and guidance during the course. 
 
Assessment Overview 
In AP Research, students are assessed on the academic paper and presentation and oral defense of research. The academic paper is 
4,000 to 5,000 words, and the presentation and defense take approximately 15 to 20 minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 



AP Research Through-Course Performance Task — 100% of AP Research Score 
Component  Scoring Method Weight 
Academic Paper (4,000 to 5,000 words) College Board scored 75% 
Presentation and Oral Defense (15 to 20 minutes total for both the 
presentation and the three or four questions from a panel of three 
evaluators that follows). 

Teacher scored 25% 

 
 

AP Research Course Overview 
2018-2019 

Semester 1 Semester 2 
Weeks 1-2 Unit 1 Weeks 19-26 Unit 5 
Weeks 3-6 Unit 2 Weeks 27 - 32 Unit 6 

Weeks 7-12 Unit 3 FINAL PRESENTATIONS 
Weeks 13-18 Unit 4  

 
UNIT 1 (Semester 1: Weeks 1-2) FOUNDATIONS OF AP RESEARCH 
UNIT 1 TOPICS 

5 Big Ideas of the QUEST Framework 
Rubrics for the academic paper and presentation/oral defense 
Introduction to the Process and Reflection Portfolio (PREP) [CR4a] 
Role of the Teacher and Expert Advisor [CR4b] 
AP Capstone Policy on Plagiarism and Falsification or Fabrication of Information [CR2b] 

 
UNIT 1 RESOURCES 
 AP Research Course and Exam Description 

AP Research Workshop Handbook and Resources 
 QUEST Framework Handout 
 AP Capstone Policy on Plagiarism and Falsification or Fabrication of Information  
 
UNIT 1 ACTIVITIES 
1. Introduction to AP Research and Understanding the QUEST Framework  
Students will: 

-  Review the 5 Big Ideas of the QUEST Framework and the rubrics for the Academic Paper and Presentation and Oral 
Defense 

-  Work in groups to determine how the Big Ideas are reflected in the rubric 
-  Chart and post their findings  
-  Complete a gallery walk to provide and receive peer feedback 
 

In the AP Capstone program, students consider and evaluate multiple points of view to develop their own perspectives on complex 
issues and topics through inquiry and investigation. AP Capstone gives students the following pedagogical framework (“QUEST”) to 
develop, practice, and hone their critical and creative thinking skills as they make connections between various issues and their own 
lives: 

• Question and Explore: Questioning begins with an initial exploration of complex topics or issues. Perspectives and 
questions emerge that spark one’s curiosity, leading to an investigation that challenges and expands the boundaries of 
one's current knowledge. 

• Understand and Analyze Arguments: Understanding various perspectives requires contextualizing arguments and 
evaluating the authors’ claims and lines of reasoning. 

• Evaluate Multiple Perspectives:  Evaluating an issue involves considering and evaluating multiple perspectives both 
individually and in comparison to one another. 

• Synthesize Ideas:  Synthesizing others’ ideas with one’s own may lead to new understandings and is the foundation of a 
well-reasoned argument that conveys one’s perspective. 

• Team, Transform, and Transmit:  Teaming allows one to combine personal strengths and talents with those of others to 
reach a common goal. Transformation and growth occur upon thoughtful reflection. Transmitting requires the adaptation 
of one’s message based on audience and context. 

 
This process is recursive, not linear. This recursive process allows students to go back and forth between the processes as they 
encounter new information.  
 
 
 



2. Introduction to the PREP Journal [CR4a] 
Students will be provided a brief overview of the PREP Journal. A more in-depth understanding of the journal will occur once it is 
implemented in Unit 3.  
Preparing the Process and Reflection Portfolio (PREP) 
The primary purpose of the process and reflection portfolio (PREP) is to document students’ development as they investigate their 
research questions, thereby providing evidence that students have demonstrated a sustained effort during the entire inquiry process. 
This portfolio should be reviewed throughout the year as a formative assessment component of the course and should be maintained 
by the student as evidence of participating in research to show to academic counselors, college admission officers, and faculty 
members. Throughout the inquiry process, students will document their research or artistic processes, communication with their expert 
advisers, and reflections on their thought processes. Students should also examine their strengths and weaknesses with regard to 
implementing such processes and developing their arguments or aesthetic rationales. The combined group of questions and tasks in the 
PREP document should address all five big ideas in the curriculum framework (QUEST), with specific attention paid to the following: 

• Choice of the research question and interest in the subject matter 
• Research process, including resources (documents, people, multimedia); analysis of evidence; directions in which the 

inquiry or project seems to lead; changes to initial assumptions 
• Ways in which students have worked both on their own and as part of a larger community 
• Challenges and solutions  

 
In addition to responses to questions and tasks, the final form of the PREP should include: 

• Table of contents 
• Completed and approved proposal form 
• Specific pieces of work selected by the student to represent what he or she considers the best showcase for his or her 

work. Examples might include: 
- In-class (teacher-directed) freewriting about the inquiry process 
- Resource list 
- Annotated bibliography of any source important to the student’s work 
- Photographs, charts, spreadsheets, and/or links to videos or other relevant visual research/project 

artifacts  
- Draft versions of selected sections of the academic paper 
- Notes in preparation for presentation and oral defense 

• Documentation of permission(s) received from primary sources, if required — for example, permission(s) from an IRB 
or other agreements with individuals, institutions, or organizations that provide primary and private data such as 
interviews, surveys, or investigations 

• Documentation or log of the student’s interaction with expert adviser(s) and the role the expert adviser(s) played in the 
student’s learning and inquiry process (e.g., What areas of expertise did the expert adviser have that the student needed 
to draw from? Did the student get the help he or she needed — and if not, what did he or she do to ensure that the 
research process was successful? Which avenues of exploration did the expert adviser help the student to discover?) 

• Questions asked to and feedback received from peer and adult reviewers both in the  initial stages and at key points along 
the way 

• Reflection on whether or not the feedback was accepted or rejected and why 
• Attestation signed by the student which states, “I hereby affirm that the work contained in this Process and Reflection 

Portfolio is my own and that I have read and understand the AP Capstone™ Policy on Plagiarism and Falsification or 
Fabrication of Information” 

 
3. Role of the teacher and Expert Advisor in AP Research [CR4b] 
Students will understand the role of the teacher and expert advisor. 
Teachers of the AP Research course manage the AP Research assessment components and all related processes. Teachers should be 
transparent with students about the role of the teacher and other expert advisers in this course and what individuals providing guidance 
to students should and should not do. 
Teachers: 

- must provide any necessary assistance to students in finding external expert advisers (experts in the field or discipline) 
- must ensure students, expert advisers, and panel members are aware of the timeline,  assessment task components, and 

scoring criteria 
- must hold regular, individual work-in-progress interviews with students to ask questions, discuss, and provide feedback 

and guidance about the progress of their work, the effectiveness of their work with expert advisers, and any issues or 
challenges that arise 

- must coordinate peer-to peer feedback opportunities and provide effective guidelines and rubrics for peer- and self-
evaluation 

- may provide necessary background for a topic — including suggesting possible resources — so that students are not 
disadvantaged in their exploration 



- may help students with the mechanics of the research process (e.g., strategizing to find answers to questions or helping 
them understand how to access resources) 

- may provide general feedback to students about elements of their papers or presentations that need improvement 
Teachers may not: 

-      assign, provide, distribute, or generate research questions/project goals for students 
-      conduct research for students 
-      write, revise, amend, or correct student work 
-    identify the exact questions a student will be asked prior to his or her defense (i.e., students should be prepared to answer    
       every one of the oral defense questions) 
-      provide unsolicited help (i.e., students must initiate conversations that call for teacher feedback, such as asking a  
       question to which a teacher can then respond 

 
Expert advisers represent a resource for teachers and students in a variety of areas (i.e., expertise in specific disciplines, fields, or 
methods). 
Expert advisers: 

- when asked, should ask questions and provide feedback and guidance to students regarding their choice of research 
questions/project goals, data- or information- collection methods, and analysis strategies 

- may hold individual work-in-progress interviews with students to discuss the progress of their papers or presentations, 
explore issues and/or discuss topics and perspectives, and question students as necessary 

- may provide necessary background for a topic — including suggesting possible resources — so that students are not 
disadvantaged in their exploration 

- may help students with the mechanics of the research process (e.g., strategizing to find answers to questions or helping 
them understand how to access resources) 

- may provide general feedback to students about elements of their papers or presentations that need improvement 
- may vary in number, according to the needs of the paper or presentation 

Expert advisers may not: 
- generate research questions/project goals for students 
- conduct or provide research, articles, or evidence for students 
- write, revise, amend, or correct student work 
- provide or identify the exact questions a student will be asked prior to his or her defense (i.e., students should be 

prepared to answer every one of the oral defense questions) 
- provide unsolicited help (i.e., students must initiate conversations that call for expert adviser feedback, such as asking a 

question to which the expert adviser can then respond) 
Expert advisers may be drawn from: 

- the faculty 
- the community 
- local or nonlocal businesses and industries 
- higher education institutions 

 
4. Plagiarism and Falsification or Fabrication of Information [CR2b] 
Students will complete an honor code form by reading and signing the AP Capstone Plagiarism statement. 
Participating teachers shall inform students of the consequences of plagiarism and instruct students to ethically use and acknowledge 
the ideas and work of others throughout their course work. The student's individual voice should be clearly evident, and the ideas of 
others must be acknowledged, attributed, and/or cited. 
 
A student who fails to acknowledge the source or author of any and all information or evidence taken from the work of someone else 
through citation, attribution, or reference in the body of the work, or through a bibliographic entry, will receive a score of 0 on that 
particular component of the AP Seminar and/or AP Research Performance Task. In AP Seminar, a team of students that fails to 
properly acknowledge sources or authors on the Team Multimedia Presentation will receive a group score of 0 for that component of 
the Team Project and Presentation. 
 
A student who incorporates falsified or fabricated information (e.g. evidence, data, sources, and/or authors) will receive a score of 0 
on that particular component of the AP Seminar and/or AP Research Performance Task. In AP Seminar, a team of students that 
incorporates falsified or fabricated information in the Team Multimedia Presentation will receive a group score of 0 for that 
component of the Team Project and Presentation. 
CollegeBoard Policy on Plagiarism and Falsification or Fabrication of Information 
 
A student who fails to acknowledge the source or author of any and all information or evidence taken from the work of someone else 
through citation, attribution, or reference in the body of the work, or through a bibliographic entry, will receive a score of 0 on that 
particular component of the AP Seminar and/or AP Research Performance Task. In AP Seminar, a team of students that fails to 
properly acknowledge sources or authors on the Team Multimedia Presentation will receive a group score of 0 for that component of 
the Team Project and Presentation. 



 
A student who incorporates falsified or fabricated information (e.g. evidence, data, sources, and/or authors) will receive a score of 0 
on that particular component of the AP Seminar and/or AP Research Performance Task. In AP Seminar, a team of students that 
incorporates falsified or fabricated information in the Team Multimedia Presentation will receive a group score of 0 for that 
component of the Team Project and Presentation. 
 
UNIT 2: (Semester 1 Weeks 3-6) INDENTIFYING A TOPIC OF INQUIRY 
UNIT 2 TOPICS 

Summer Assignment Peer Review [CR1b] 
Topic of Inquiry Background 
Drafting of Research Question [CR1a] 
Peer Review of Research Questions 
50 Source Assignment [CR1c] 
Writing Gap Statements 

 
UNIT 2 RESOURCES 
 Completed Summer Assignment 

Problem Statement Template pg. 58 AP Research Workshop Handbook 2017 
CollegeBoard Digital Portfolio 

 EBSCO 
 Writing Research Questions https://researchrundowns.com/intro/writing-research-questions/ 

Writing Gap Statements: http://sites.middlebury.edu/middsciwriting/overview/organization/gap-statements/ 
  
UNIT 2 ACTIVITIES 
1. Summer Assignment Peer Review [CR1b] 
The summer assignment directions were as follows: 

1) Select 3 Topics of possible research inquiry that explore an academic topic, issue, and/or idea of individual interest.  
2) For each topic, briefly discuss the purpose and significance of the inquiry.  
3) Locate 5 Sources of evidence from both primary and secondary sources.  
4) Create an annotated bibliography for each topic incorporating the 5 sources.  

Each bibliographic entry should include the following: 
-‐ properly formatted citation including hanging indent  
-‐ brief summary of the source including the main idea and line of reasoning  
-‐ evaluation of the relevance, validity, and credibility of the source  
-‐ explanation of how the source could be used to address your specific inquiry  

5) For each topic, create at least one research question that would further your investigation 
For this activity, Students are to work in groups to provide peer feedback on the quality and relevance of the selected sources to the 
topic of inquiry. Once complete students will work together to revise the proposed research questions and complete a gallery walk to 
share ideas among all groups. 
 
2. Narrowing a Topic or Issue [CR1a] 
Students will look at an excerpt from a research paper and transform the excerpt into a problem statement by utilizing the problem 
statement template from the AP Research Workshop Handbook pg. 58. Students will share their completed templates at each table to 
note similarities and differences. 
 
3. Drafting a Research Question [CR1a/b] 
The teacher will review the six criteria for effective research questions from the AP Workshop Handbook pg. 60. Students will then 
read and discuss the criteria for writing research questions found on the following site: https://researchrundowns.com/intro/writing-
research-questions/. Students will return to the research questions drafted in activity 1 of the unit and will evaluate and revise the 
original questions using the six criteria and the research rundowns information. Students will post their revised questions for a gallery 
walk. 
 
4. 50-Source Assignment [CR1c] 
Students will identify and evaluate a range of perspectives related to their purposed research inquiry. The 50 sources will meet the 
following criteria: 
 10 Discipline Specific Research Studies 
 10 Historical Research Studies 
 10 Current Context of the Research Inquiry 
 10 Open Sources  
For each source, students will provide the following: 
 Properly formatted citation 
 Working hyperlink 



 Brief evaluation of the usefulness of the source in regard to the purpose of the research inquiry 
 
 
 
UNIT 3: (Semester 1: Weeks 7-12) ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND HOW TO PROPOSE A RESEARCH PROJECT 
UNIT 3 TOPICS 

Ethical Considerations and Training [CR2a} 
Implementing the Prep Journal [CR4A] 
Finding the Gap and Writing Gap Statements 
Research Proposal Process 

 
UNIT 3 RESOURCES 

National Institute of Health Research Involving Human Subjects Training Course https://phrp.nihtraining.com/files/PHRP.pdf 
 USC Research Guides https://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/researchdesigns 

USC Research Guides https://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/researchproposal 
 
UNIT 3 ACTIVITIES 
1. Institutional Review Board Training and Certification [CR2a] 
Students will complete the NIH Research Involving Human Subjects training course. The training reviews ethical considerations when 
performing research, protecting human research participants, and the Instructional/Institutional Review Board purpose. At the 
conclusion of the course, students will complete a quiz and receive a certificate of completion. 
 
2. PREP Journal Entries [CR4A] 
Students will organize an online PREP Journal in OneDrive that will be shared with the teacher. The Journal entries will consist of the 
following questions and topics to completed throughout the course. Additional topics for discussion may be added at the discretion of 
the teacher.  PREP responses will be uploaded to OneDrive weekly and teacher feedback will be provided. 
 
Inquiry Proposal 
Think about the introduction of your proposal as a narrative written in one to three paragraphs that succinctly answers the following 
four questions: 

1. What is the central research problem? 
2. What is the topic of study related to that problem? 
3. What methods should be used to analyze the research problem? 
4. Why is this important research, what is its significance, and why should someone reading the proposal care about the 

outcomes of the proposed study? 
5. What data or information will need to be collected to answer/address your research question? 

What sources of information will be used to situate your research within the current body of knowledge? 
6. Will your method require the use of additional equipment or resources? 
7. Why is this research important, what is its significance, and why should someone reading the proposal care about the 

outcomes of the proposed study? 
8. What anticipated challenges do your foresee to implementing the chosen research method? 
9. What approvals will be required? 

Academic Paper Components 
Introduction (Be sure to refer to the information provided in your Inquiry Proposal Form) 

1. What is the purpose of your research inquiry? 
2. Which discipline-specific field will your research be grounded? 
3. What gap will your research address? 
4. How do you know that this gap exists? 

Methods 
1. Elaborate on alignment…”could use this, but this is better aligned because…” 
2. How will design accomplish goals 

Limitations 
1. What are limitations of your method? 
2. What are the limitations of your results? 
3. What unanticipated challenges emerged during your research study? 

Results/ Findings 
1. How do your findings/results connect to the existing field of research discussed in your literature review? 
2. What are the implications of your findings? (i.e. What questions do your findings bring up? Who is impacted outside of the 

field of study by your results/findings?) 
3. What is the most valuable/significant finding in your research? 

Conclusion/ New Understandings 
1. What future research questions are possible as a result of your research? 



2. What questions did your research not address that would further understanding of the inquiry? 
3. What new understanding did your research identify that was not originally your area of inquiry? 
4. How does your research address the gap identified in the introduction of your research? 

Teacher / Student Conference Notes 
You will meet with the teacher every two weeks to discuss the progress of your project. Use this section of the PREP journal to 
document meeting notes and questions for future discussions. 

Expert Advisor (if applicable) 
 Document meeting notes and questions for future discussions. 
 
3. How to Propose a Research Project [CR1g] 
Students will read and evaluate example research proposals within their discipline specific field of study. Students will address the 
following questions: 

1) How has the proposal been organized? 
-‐ What are the headings 
-‐ How have elements been combined? 
-‐ How is it laid out visually? 

2) Does the proposal seem clear? What type of language does the researcher use?  
3) Why did the researcher make the choices that were made? 
4) Can I model my proposal after one of the ones that I have read? Parts of one? 

Documentation will be saved in the PREP journal in a folder labeled “Research Proposal.” The following information will be 
included for each sample proposal reviewed: 

Sample #  
Things I want to remember about organization and layout 
Things I want to remember about descriptions and explanations 
Things I might want to include in my own proposal 

 
5. Aligning an Appropriate Approach, Design, and Method [CR1g] 
Students will utilize the Research Method Quicknotes from the AP Workshop Handbook pg. 141-143 to evaluate the appropriateness 
and alignment of the their chosen approach, design, and method. After reviewing the information, groups of three will provide peer 
feedback and suggestions to further alignment. Students will write a justification statement that explains their choices and clearly 
articulates alignment. 
 
6. Elevator Pitch to Faculty [CR1d] [CR1e] [CR1g] 
Prior to completing the official Inquiry Proposal Form, students will pitch their proposals to 2-3 faculty members at the school. The 
presentations will only be 2-3 minutes in length and will include the following information (pg.114 AP Research Workshop 
Handbook): 
 Proposal Title 
 Problem Statement 
 Research Question 
 Assumptions/Hypothesis 
 Significance of the Research / Gap Statement 
 Proposed Method of Inquiry 
 Foundational Sources (2-3) 
 
7. Inquiry Revision  
Students will revise and edit their original inquiry proposal based on feedback from the elevator pitch assignment. Changes will be 
noted in the PREP Journal in the file folder labeled “Research Proposal.” Students will discuss the justification for their changes and 
identify next steps for completing their final Inquiry Proposal Form to the teacher. 
 
8. Official Inquiry Proposal Review 
Students will participate in a formal Inquiry Proposal Presentation with the teacher. Students will receive feedback in the form of 
Approved, Contingent Approval, or Denied. Based on the feedback students will either begin the research study or revise their inquiry 
proposal for a second review. November 30th is the final deadline for IPF approval. 
 
UNIT 4 (Semester 1: Weeks 13-18) CONDUCTING RESEARCH AND ORGANIZING THE ACADEMIC PAPER 
UNIT 4 TOPICS  
 Institutional Review Board [CR2a] 

Writing the Literature Review [CR3] 
 Identifying the Gap and Writing Gap Statements [CR4b] 
 Conducting Research 
 Academic Paper Outline [CR4b] 
 



UNIT 4 RESOURCES 
 Introduction to the Literature Review AP Workshop Handbook 2017 pg 120 
 NC State Synthesis Matrix Tutorial https://tutorial.dasa.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2015/06/synthesis-matrix.pdf 

Writing Gap Statements: http://sites.middlebury.edu/middsciwriting/overview/organization/gap-statements/ 
 
UNIT 4 ACTIVITIES 
1. Institutional Review Board [CR2a] 
Any	  students	  using	  human	  subjects	  or	  seeking	  publication	  of	  their	  work	  will	  be	  required	  to	  seek	  approval	  from	  the	  district	  
Institutional	  Review	  Board.	  Approval	  is	  required	  prior	  to	  beginning	  the	  research	  study.	  
	  
2. Writing the Literature Review [CR1g] [CR1f] 
Students will complete a synthesis matrix to in order to identify patterns of information and connections among various perspectives 
in the field. The goal of the activity is to help students create a thesis statement that will help guide the writing of the academic paper 
draft. The matrix will guide the students to move from simply summarizing the material to analyzing perspective across their 
identified sources. Possible areas of connections across sources: 
 Discipline 
 Evidence 
 Method 
 Critical / Theoretical Concepts 
 Conclusions/ Answers/ Solutions 
Students will complete a chart and upload it to the PREP Journal in OneDrive. The Folder should be labeled “Literature Review” and 
the document labeled “Synthesis Matrix.” 
  
3. Writing Gap Statements 
Students will complete the tutorial for identifying and writing gap statements from Middlebury College: 
http://sites.middlebury.edu/middsciwriting/overview/organization/gap-statements/ After completion 
Students will write a gap statement for their inquiry and work in groups to provide feedback and revisions to strengthen the 
statements. 
 
4. Conducting the Research 
Students will begin the research study. The process will be documented in the PREP journal and bi-weekly meeting with the teacher 
will occur to ensure fidelity and timeliness of the project. Expert advisors will also be utilized during this time. All documentation of 
meetings and notes from meetings will be saved in the PREP Journal, as well completing the pre-assigned reflective questions. 
 
5. Academic Paper Outline [CR3] [CR4b] 
Students will create an outline of the Academic Paper, using discipline-specific guidelines and examples from the field of study. The 
outlines will be saved in the PREP Journal in a Folder labeled “Academic Paper” and the document labeled “Academic Paper 
Outline.” Peer feedback sessions will be held to ensure all required components are identified in the outline of the paper. Teacher 
feedback will be provided. [CR4b] 
 
UNIT 5 (Semester 2: Weeks 19-26) REPORTING FINDINGS AND WRITING THE ACADEMIC PAPER 
UNIT 5 TOPICS 
 Reporting Findings [CR3] 

Writing the Academic Paper [CR3] [CR1f] 
 Creating the Presentation  [CR5] 
 
UNIT 5 RESOURCES 
 National University of Singapore Research Findings http://www.nus.edu.sg/celc/research/books/cwtuc/chapter04.pdf 
 USC Libguides Results Tutorial https://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/results 
 
UNIT 5 ACTIVITIES 
1. Reporting the Findings [CR3] 
Students will use the following sources from the National University of Singapore and USC Libraries Libguides to help guide the 
reporting of their research findings: 

http://www.nus.edu.sg/celc/research/books/cwtuc/chapter04.pdf 
https://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/results 

 
2. Discussion, Analysis, and/or Evaluation [CR3] [CR4b] [CR1f] 
Students will write the Discussion, Analysis, and/or Evaluation component of the academic paper. Students will interpret the 
significance of the results, product, or findings; explore connections to original research question/goal, and discuss the implications 
and limitations of the research project. Students will refer to the Synthesis Matrix in Unit 4. The goal of this section of the paper is to 
address the “So what?” of the research and to relate it back to original gap that is being addressed. Teacher feedback will be provided. 



 
3. Conclusion and Future Directions [CR3] 
Students will write the Conclusion and Future Directions component of the Academic Paper. Students will reflect on the process of the 
project and how this project could impact the field, as well as address possible next steps. 
 
4. PREP Journal Review 
Students will review their PREP journals to identify information and reflections that should be included in the final Academic Paper.  
 
5. Presentation Design [CR5] 
Students will begin creating the presentation that will accompany their oral presentation. Students will refer to the rubric and peer 
feedback for guidance. 
 
UNIT 6 (Semester 2: Weeks 27-32) PEER EDITING THE ACADEMIC PAPER AND ORAL PRESENTATION PRACTICE 
UNIT 6 TOPICS 
 Peer Editing the Academic Paper [CR1e] 
 Oral Presentation Practice  [CR1e] 
 Final Submission, Presentation, and Oral Defense 
 
UNIT 6 RESOURCES 
 “They Say, I Say” Template and Attributive Phrases 
 Sample Discipline-Specific Research Reports 
 
UNIT 6 ACTIVITIES 
1. Peer Edit of the Academic Paper [CR1e] 
Students will participate in a peer edit of the academic paper. They will utilize published research reports within the discipline as 
guidance for organization and proper citation styles. Peers will provide written and oral feedback that will be documented in the Prep 
Journal in the folder labeled “Academic Paper” and the document title “Peer Review.” 
 
2. Filler Competition [CR5] 
Students will participate in a 2-minute filler competition in which they must speak in front of the class about their research project for 
2 minutes without using distracting filler-words.  
 
3. Full Presentation Practice [CR5] 
Students will participate in a full practice session of their presentation in front of their peers and faculty. The presentation will serve as 
the final opportunity to receive feedback and make adjustments or changes to the presentation.  

 
4. Final Plagiarism Check and Academic Papers uploaded to the Digital Portfolio 
Students will upload their papers to Turn-it-in and review the results. Then they will upload the final academic paper to the digital 
portfolio for CollegeBoard scoring.  
 
AP Research Final Presentations (Weeks 30-32) 
 
 
 
 


